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August 13, 2021

Dear IWA Families:

While COVID is still a part of our lives, we have also demonstrated that we can continue

to live our lives in a meaningful way! We remain ever aware of our responsibility to

protect our children and members of our community and will continue to rely on the

guidance of our health professionals. We are all aware of how dangerous this disease

can be, and our thoughts and prayers are with all who have experienced its effects either

personally or with loved ones.

As we prepare for the upcoming school year, there will be some adjustments to our

school COVID policies that will be outlined below. Please note that these policies may be

altered through the school year as needed.

In addition, we will attach the Ohio Department of Health’s flowchart, which describes

how to respond to a potential exposure to COVID, as well as an IWA mask form that we

are asking all families to complete at Bring Supplies to School Day on Sunday, August

22.

If you have any questions regarding these policies, please feel free to reach out to Mike

Wisnor, President, or Steffany Congelio, Principal, at 440-842-6818. We look forward to

another safe and successful school year!

Sincerely,

The IWA Administrative Team



2021-22 IWA COVID Policies

Masks:

Due to COVID variants and a recent increase in COVID cases, the CDC & the Ohio

Department of Health (ODH) have highly recommended, but not mandated, that any

faculty, staff, and students that have not received the COVID vaccine wear a mask while

indoors. In accordance with this guidance, Incarnate Word Academy encourages

unvaccinated faculty, staff, and students to wear a mask inside the school building;

however, each family will have the option to decide whether or not they want their child

to wear a mask.

Please consider the following in deciding the right masking choice for your child:

● One advantage of having your child wear a mask in school is that he or she will

not be required to quarantine if exposed to COVID, regardless of vaccination

status. Further, the student will also be able to continue to participate in

extracurricular activities, including CYO sports.

● If your child is exposed to COVID and is not wearing a mask, and unvaccinated,

he or she will be required to quarantine in accordance with the directives of the

Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) and the ODH.

● If your child is exposed to COVID and is not wearing a mask, but is vaccinated, he

or she will not be required to quarantine; however, he or she will be required to

wear a mask for the following 14 days.

● There may be some children in your child’s class who are more vulnerable or

whose family has suffered from loss due to COVID. These families may feel as

strongly about wearing masks as some feel about not wearing one. Respect for

either parental choice should be shown.

● Whatever your decision, please speak with your children about your expectations

that they are respectful of their other classmates, regardless of the mask choice of

the family.

● While teachers will assist in enforcing proper masking as best as reasonably

possible, the school cannot guarantee and shall not be responsible for tracking

and ensuring individual student compliance with face covering instructions of his

or her parent or guardian.

In addition, masks must be worn on the school bus, as it is considered public

transportation, thus falling under federal law. This applies to vaccinated and

unvaccinated students.

Social Distancing & Sanitizing/Disinfecting:

We will continue to have students remain at least 3 feet apart while indoors as much as

possible. Classrooms, common areas, and restrooms will continue to be wiped down

throughout the day and windows will be opened to allow for additional air circulation.



Isolation:

Anyone confirmed as having been infected with COVID-19 must isolate until they meet

all of the following criteria:

● At least 10 days have passed since the onset of symptoms or 10 days since the test

date if they had no symptoms

● Any COVID-19 related symptoms have improved

● They have been fever-free for at least 24 hours without taking fever-reducing

medication, like Tylenol or Motrin.

Exposure:

● PLEASE REFER TO THE ATTACHED FLOWCHART FROM THE ODH

DETAILING GUIDELINES FOR QUARANTINING AFTER EXPOSURE.

Food/Treats/Beverages:

We will again ask that all families do not send in treats for birthdays or special

occasions, unless the treats are individually wrapped and can be sent home. Classrooms

may have holiday parties where food is brought in and shared. In that case, the teacher

will let families know ahead of time that food will be served so that families can decide if

they want their child to consume the food.

Water fountains will remain closed; however, filling stations will be open. Students are

allowed to bring in a clear water bottle to be consumed throughout the school day.

Volunteers and Visitors:

School access to visitors and volunteers during the school day will be permitted, with

possible limited access based on the school’s assessment of health and safety routines.

Q&A

What happens if my child exhibits COVID-like symptoms?

Any student, faculty, or staff member at IWA will be required to remain home for 48

hours once they present one or more of these COVID-19 symptoms.

Symptoms include:

● fever

● congestion

● nausea

● vomiting

● diarrhea

● sore throat

● headache

● muscle weakness

● loss of taste/smell

● difficulty breathing

● a new cough

(for students

with chronic

allergic or

asthmatic

cough, any

change in their

typical cough)



Students will be allowed to return to school after 48 hours, once they have been

symptom free for 24 hours. A doctor’s note will be required when your child is absent

for four or more days. Your child will be marked as absent.

Please note, IWA will continue to work with families who have children with previously

documented medical conditions to determine if the team feels the child can safely return

to the classroom. For example, if a child with documented allergies, who takes allergy

medication on a daily basis, has congestion with a runny nose, the family and school

nurse may decide that it is safe for the child to return to in person learning.

If my child is home for a couple of days due to them exhibiting COVID

symptoms, can they log into classes on Google Meet?

No, students that are home with a short-term illness or COVID-like symptoms will not be

allowed to log into a Google Meet.

Once your child has been absent for 2 or more days, you may call the office and request

to pick up your child’s missing work. The teachers will have the missing work ready by

3:30 p.m.

What if my child has to be quarantined for 7-14 days. Can they log into

classes on Google Meet?

Yes, if your child has to remain home to be quarantined, we will want them to log into

their classes via Google Meet. If they are on the Google Meet, they will be marked as

present. Your child’s books and other materials will be collected and available to pick up

at the main office between 3:30-4:00 p.m.

Parents of students in kindergarten and first grade can make arrangements with the

teacher to determine how many classes they will need to log into each day.

Parents of students in Kinder Prep will not have the option of logging into a Google Meet.

What if my child has a medical emergency and needs to remain at home for

an extended amount of time? Can they log into classes on Google Meet?

These types of situations would need to be discussed and authorized by the

administration to determine the best plan of action.


